
To hatred, I say NO!
Centre Communautaire Laïc Juif David Susskind

Jewish community secular centre, Brussels 



CCLJ

❑ Founded in 1959 by a group of young adults who escaped
the Shoah, in order to :

- Survive and gather together

- Rebuild Jewish community in Belgium

- Promote a non-religious judaïsm

❑ The biggest Jewish community centre in Belgium

❑ The only non-religious Jewish centre in Europe

❑ A unique political positioning.



If I am not for myself, who will be for me ?

And being only for myself, what am ‘I ‘?

And if not now, when ? 

Hillel the Elder (1st century)

All the world is a very narrow bridge, 

but the main thing is to have no fear at all. 

Nahman de Bratslav (18th century)



Our main heritage and daily struggle

Fighting racism, anti-Semitism, xenophobia, 

homophobia, all discriminations !

Our tool ?

To hatred, I say NO !



To hatred, I say NO !

❑ Citizenship educational program

❑ Started in 2000

❑ First for students between 14 and 18 years

❑ Since 2006 for pupils between 6 and 12 years

❑ In all the Belgian French Community





For secondary schools (14 to 20 years)

Objectives :

❑ Enrich the historical knowledge of the Shoah and other genocides
perpetrated during the 20th century

❑ Fight racism, anti-Semitism, xenophobia, far right extremism and all 
discriminations

❑ Promote citizenship values, develop critical sense, the capacity to 
decipher information …

Working on the crimes of genocide



For primary schools (6 to12 years)

« Live better together »

Our goal?  

Citizenship and tolerance education 

How?

- Deconstruct stereotypes and prejudices

- Enhance openness to others

- Value our(s) own identity(ies)



Pedagogy : 

- Develop the ability to listen and to speak

- Develop group life learning

- Diversify modes of communication between people who don’t 

share the same speaking codes and opinions

Our approach is mainly preventive. 

We value active participation, reflexion, speech, listening, 

expression of emotions and proposals.



Topics

 Feelings and needs (identify, expression)

 Respect ourselves and others

 Same and different

 Reject hatred

 Identity / Identities

 Resolving conflict in a non-violence way 

 Cooperate



❑ In a classroom for one year

❑ One workshop (2 hours) each month

❑ One or two encounters at the CCLJ (movie, workshop, other)

❑ Partnership with the school, the teachers and the pupils

❑ Our pedagogy in the classroom : 
- Each time, the same framework
- Some rules : use of a talking stick – I wait to have the talking stick to speak – I express 

myself quietly – I always say « I » - I don’t make fun of others – I have the right to the 
“stop”

- Each time the pupil doesn’t respect a rule, he receives a little marker, when he has 5 
markers he must step out of the group, he can come back if he feels to do so but have 
to express his apology to the group.































After 14 years of practice ? 

Let’s have a look

http://www.lahainejedisnon.be

http://www.lahainejedisnon.be/


❑ We still work the same topics with the pupils

❑ We learn every day

❑ Our program is evolving like… the society

❑ Since 2015, each member of our team is trained

to « Philosophy for young people »

❑ We still believe that is by knowing himself and his story 

that a youngster can peacefully live with the others ! 


