
WHAT IF I WAS WRONG?
When We Talk, We Learn! 

An original idea of In collaboration with
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Observed effects of

counter-narrative

campaigns:

• Stigmatizing

• Moralizing

• Simplistic
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The “What If I Was Wrong” campaign does not seek to persuade anyone to 

abandon an ideology and replace it with another.

Goal of the campaign

Encourage resilience and critical thinking skills as protective factors

against radicalizing and extremist discourses leading to violence.

Our approach



Target audience

Young people aged 13 to 35

Why this age group?

• Searching for an identity

• Seeking purpose and answers

• More vulnerable to radicalizing and

extremist discourses



18 Younsters

1 year





I don’t fit in here
Feeling of exclusion (objective or subjective)

• A feeling that can gradually lead some people to feel

cast aside by society, and to cut themselves off.

• Feeling excluded from a common destiny and

meaningful participation in social life, such

individuals perceive a widening gap between

themselves and the rest of society, sometimes to the

point of a fatal rupture.





Us against them
Polarization of beliefs

• Perception of deep-seated barriers between some

groups, based on their social, political, religious,

cultural or ethnic characteristics, or their beliefs.

• World views, opinions or beliefs divided into two

antagonistic camps that seem irreconcilable.





One vision for all
A dogmatic view

• Sectarian standardization of world views, ideas and

beliefs.

• Rejection of whatever way of thinking which is

considered different, alternative or marginal and

does not necessarily match that of the majority or

what is recognized outside the “in” group.

• Conforming only with what is shared with the group,

for reassurance.





That’s none of my business
Feeling of indifference

• Turning a blind eye to situations that should in fact

elicit a reaction.

• A feeling of indifference in relation to everyday

occurrences.





They’re all the same
Stereotyping of others

• Generalizing characteristics and behaviour, making

lives one-dimensional when they in fact contain a

wealth of experiences.

• Categorization of a person on the basis of specific

characteristics, or the social, cultural, political or

religious group they belong to, or are assigned to.

• Refusal to see distinctions within society or among

the individuals within it, and preference for a

stereotype devoid of nuance.
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• Help teachers, community workers and

group leaders organize activities aimed

at strengthening the resilience of youth

aged 13 to 17

• Preventing radicalization leading to

violence by promoting critical thinking

skills

• Nineteen activities of 50 to 90 minutes

on the five campaign themes

Educator’s guide
for teachers and community workers
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What If I Was Wrong?
across Québec

• 542 high schools et 62 cegeps 

throughout Québec

• 24 awareness-building workshops

• 12x The Art of Expression

• 12x Quiz Night
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What If I Was Wrong?
across Canada

• 87 associated schools in the UNESCO

Network in Canada

• 72 cities in the Canadian Coalition of

Municipalities Against Racism and

Discrimination


